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Minutes of a meeting held on Monday 1st October 2018 

At 

7. 15 in Saint Aidan's Church 

1. Attendance 

a. In attendance  Councillor I Goldthorpe (Chair) 

    Councillor A Walker   (Vice Chair) 

     Councillor Stanley   (IS)  

    Councillor G Sedgwick (GS) 

    Councillor E Gratton-Rayson  (EGR) 
               

Mrs Stephanie Tolson (Clerk). 

b. Apologies 

Apologies were received and accepted from Councillor Shaw, Councillor Mills, (AW,GS) 

2. Prioritisation of Agenda Items. 

None. 

3. Community Matters. 

a. Public Participation Adjournment.  

 None. 

 

4a. Minutes of the Meetings held on Monday 3rd September 2018, and Matters arising from them. 

 The Chair agreed to sign the minutes as a true record after agreement by the Council (IS, GS). The Clerk 
had circulated action reports from the minutes and provided the latest update in addition. The Chair and 

other members reported on their actions. 

 Regarding the dry stone wall damage, Tom Handley has provided a quote of £230 to rebuild it. It was 
agreed to go ahead with the work. The Clerk will contact Mr Handley. 

 The Clerk contacted the Waggon & Horses and requested that they repair the dry stone wall that borders the 
playingfield. No response has been received. 

 Cllr Gratton-Rayson has agreed to write a piece about the Community Allotment for the website. She will 

forward the article to Cllr Sedgwick. 

 The Clerk forwarded the Parish Councils response to the Little London planning application to Councillors.  
This application is still under consideration by BMBC, awaiting further modifications. 

 The Clerk informed the tenant at West Crescent allotments that they may prune the conifers on his plot but 
that the Council would not make a financial contribution. 

 Regarding planters at the Willows, the Clerk has checked and there is one that is not being looked after by 

anyone.  The Clerk checked re the planter opposite Saint Aidans and this is not being looked after by Julia 

as thought.  It was agreed to advertise these two planters in the next newsletter for volunteers to look after.  

The planters on Bower Hill are being relocated early October. 

 The Clerk forwarded the correspondence re the Park Lane crossroads to Councillor Wilson for escalation. It 
has been noted that the white line markings have been done, but that the give way signs are still missing.  It 

was also reported that an accident has happened very recently at this crossroads due to the give way/stop 

signs being missing.  The Clerk will contact highways. 

 The Clerk contacted Cadent Gas about back rent for the Gas Governor and this is now in the process of the 
payment being set up on their systems. 

 The Clerk thanked BMBC for the beautiful hanging baskets this year.  BMBC have since thanked the Parish 
Council for the positive feedback and have logged it as a compliment. 
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 Regarding the Willows allotment that had the plastic fencing.  The maintenance gap no longer has any 
fencing but the two plants that the Parish Council requested to be removed have not been.  The Parish 

Council to action and remove the plants themselves.  Cllr Gratton-Rayson will remove the plants and either 

leave on the plot or offer to replant in a more suitable location on the plot.  The trellis fencing that has been 

installed instead of the plastic mesh was discussed and photos viewed.  The Council agreed that they have 

no issue with the trellis and that it can remain in situ. 

 

5. Business Matters. 

a.   Neighbourhood Plan 

 Councillor Walker gave an update on the next process for the Neighbourhood Plan. 

 The BMBC consultation ended in September and information on the options for independent examiners has 
been supplied to the Parish Council.  The Neighbourhood Planning group will meet with BMBC to discuss 

the options.  Once chosen, BMBC will progress the examination.   

b.    Titivator Update 

 Cllr Sedgwick gave an update. 

 A Walker has done regular litter picks. 

 Daffodil bulbs that have been donated to the Council were planted in various areas, including the Pinfold, 

playingfield car park beds, Bower Dell, the Rose Garden and Gordon’s Garden. 

 Gordon’s Garden needs to be weeded.  It was agreed to get some bags of pebbles for the Garden. 

 It was agreed to paint the tool shed.  Councillor Sedgwick will purchase paint and equipment. 

 Cllr Graton-Rayson has been weed spraying around the Old Bower Hill Bridge. 

 The Willows troughs will be emptied soon. 

 It was agreed to get the dead tree in the playarea removed.  A quote of £150 was agreed. 

 It was agreed to look at a couple of other trees with the Tree surgeon when he is on site. 

 It was agreed to remove the self seeded trees from the Rookery. 

c.   TWIGS 

 TWIGS will help move the Bower Hill planters. 

 It was agreed to ask TWIGS to help with the removal of saplings from the Rookery. 

d.   MUGA 

 This project is progressing, and the Council is hopeful to obtain the funding via s106 money. 

 The Clerk will find out how a MUGA will affect the Council insurance and whether extra insurance is 
required. 

 Cllr Walker has spoken with OUFC regarding a changing facilities project.  She is hopeful that a meeting 
can be set up with the relevant parties. 

e.    Community Orchard 

 Cllr Gratton-Rayson reported that she will be doing a winter cut and then more seed will be planted. 

 The trees will be pruned. 

f.    Community Allotment 

 Cllr Gratton-Rayson is hoping to organise a Community Day at the end of October to start clearing the 
ground. 

 The Clerk will speak to the tenant of allotment 1 regarding the plot boundary and which bits can be 
strimmed.  
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6. Financial Matters 

 

a.  Payments and Receipts 

The following items were presented and agreed for payment. (AW,GS) 

b. Balances and Transfers 

 There were no transfers. 

 The closing Balances for 30th September 2018 are c/a £1619.23 and d/a £10317.24, Imprest a/c £39.31. 
Payments

Date Ref Name Service/Item

Gross 

amount Account

Current Account

1 Oct 18 16/10214 Oxspring Pop in club donation from Samuel Wordsowrh 44.00 OTHER PAYMENTS (Not listed here)

1 Oct 18 17/102115 G Sedgwick #bulbs 24.98 MAINTENANCE TITIVATORS

1 Oct 18 18/102116 A Walker #Petrol fro strimmer 5.00 MAINTENANCE TITIVATORS

21 Oct 18 SO S Tolson Clerk salary 555.32 WAGES, PAYE, NI, PENS., EXPENSES

21 Oct 18 SO S Tolson Imprest account 15.00 BANK TRANSFERS

Deposit Account

none

Receipts

Date Ref Name Service/Item Amount Account

Current Account

none

Deposit Account

none  
 

c.   Other Financial Matters 

 None. 

 

 7. Planning Matters 

a. Planning Applications. 

 There were no planning applications to consider. 

 

8. Administrative Matters. 

a. Correspondence 

 An accident to a child at the village green was discussed concerning the gate.  The gate was inspected and 
no issues were found.   

 It was reported that there is a tripping hazard near the entrance where more soil is needed to make the 
surface even.  The Chair will arrange the repair. 

 It was agreed that a “please lock the gate” sign would be a good idea. 

 It was also agreed that something to stop people driving cars over the grass at the edge of the car park 
would be a good idea.  Cllr Gratton-Rayson will measure the area that needs covering.  Thought is required 

on what would be the best solution. 

 The Clerk updated Councillors on the bin audit recently done by BMBC.  Our information will feed into a 
BMBC consultation process. 

 The Clerk reported that funds have been raised in memory of a local farmer to install a defibrillator at Saint 

Aidans.  The Clerk has given the organiser the contact details for St Aidans.  It was agreed to put a notice in 

the noticeboard stating where the nearest defibrillators are. 

 The Clerk updated the Council on talks re resurrecting Clerk Liaison meetings at BMBC and a new Parish 
Council Charter.  A copy will be forwarded to Councillors for comment. 

b. Items to Report 
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 Councillor Stanley is looking into installing fencing around the Christmas tree area. 

 Councillor Sedgwick reported that there are visibility issues around the Mayfield/Roughbirchworth Lane 

junction and thought that a mirror sited in the correct place may help.  The Clerk will contact highways to 

see if they can meet Cllr Sedgwick to look at the issue. 

 Councillor Stanley reported that two trees have fallen and are blocking the horse section of the TPT at the 
back of West Crescent.  The Clerk will report. 

 Cllr Gratton-Rayson reported that the Japanese Knotweed on Manor Lane is responding to the spraying and 
is reducing. 

 Cllr Gratton-Rayson reported that Oxspring School has won a Gold RHS award this year and was the best 
in Yorkshire.  Unfortunately due to a communication issue within BMBC, they did not receive their invite 

to the Awards Ceremony so the Mayor is visiting them to present them with their award instead.  The Clerk 

will send a Congratulations letter to the School. 

 Cllr Walker reported that motorbikes have been on the TPT recently. 

 Cllr Walker reported that the Armistice Service will take place at Saint Aidans on 11
th

 November at 2pm. 

 The Chair will order a Christmas tree, and Cllr Sedgwick will purchase new lights for the top.  

9. Other Matters 

a. Emergency Items 

 None reported. 

b. Matters for future discussion. 

Neighbourhood Plan, Titivators update, TWIGS, Community Orchard, Community Allotment, MUGA. 

7. Date and Time of the Next Meeting. 

The next meeting will be at 7.15pm on Monday 12th November 2018 at Saint Aidan’s Church.  

 

Signed this day___________________2018. 


