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Minutes of the Annual Assembly 

On Wednesday 5
th

 May 2021, at 

6.45pm on the Zoom digital platform. 

 

Present 

Councillor I.Goldthorpe           (IG)                 

    Councillor A Walker  (AW)  

    Councillor G Sedgwick (GS) 

    Councillor E Gratton-Rayson (EGR) 
    Councillor N McKay  (NM) 

    Councillor L Chambers  (LC) 
 

In Attendance  

Mrs S Tolson (Clerk). 

                                                       

Apologies. 

None. 
 

Councillor Walker in the Chair as retiring Chairperson of Oxspring Parish Council 

read the  Notice of the Annual Assembly. 

 

 

Minutes of the Annual Assembly held on Monday 13
th

 May 2019, and Matters  

Arising from them. 

 

There were no matters arising. 

 

The minutes were agreed to be signed by the Chair as a true record.  

 

The Parish Council Accounts for the year ending 31 March 2020 

These together with the Internal and External Auditors’ reports and certification of accounts were 

emailed for examination in September 2020 and were not available at the meeting due to it being on 

Zoom. 

 

Reports of the Parish Council Representatives and Associated Bodies. 

 

Oxspring Parish Allotments Manager. 

Mrs Steph Tolson.   

 

There are no vacant plots. Most allotments for the Year starting 1
st
 April 21 have been fully paid, two 

are still outstanding.  The Clerk is chasing these. 

One plot became vacant upon tenancy renewal and has now been filled, and one tenant has swapped 

plots. These changes took place at Roughbirchworth.  Hiring of a skip has been offered to plot 4 

Roughbirchworth as the previous tenant left the plot covered in rubbish.   

There are currently 17 names on the Waiting list.  6 of those on the list are Oxspring residents, 1 of 

which is requesting specific plots.  

Seven people joined the waiting list in the last year.  
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The Titivators 

 

Councillor Sedgwick submitted a written report: 

After a slow start due to Corvid - 19 social distancing measures were imposed things gradually 

became more normal and work started in all of the Parish owned green spaces and garden areas. 

Regular litter picking has taken place around the village during the last year by the Titivators team 

and other individuals, it was an inspiration to see just how many children and adults took the 

opportunity to clear litter from roadsides whilst the road closures have been in place. 

A fallen tree was removed from Bower dell and clearance work was undertaken there in preparation 

for the installation of Freda’s seat and the planting of two memorial trees. 

Weeding and planting has been ongoing in all areas such as Gordons Garden, the Rose Garden, the 

Sports field Carpark gardens and many other areas to keep the village looking tidy and attractive. 

Alongside the above work the Titivators undertake many non-horticultural tasks such as  

 Inspection of the Children’s Play area and repairs are made as necessary usually by the 

Titivators team. 

 Erection and decoration of the Christmas tree and maintenance of the lights as required, our 

thanks to the family in the adjacent property for allowing a mains power supply for the tree.  

 A hole was discovered in the playing field from an old goalpost that had been sawn off at 

ground level the post was removed with the help of a volunteer from the football club.  

 The Oxspring sign at the eastern access to the village was in a poor state and was repainted by 

our resident artist.  

 Many other maintenance tasks have also been undertaken such as repairs to fencing and the 

installation of a new gate at the Clays Green allotment. 

 As a result of BMBC suspending some of their services due to Covid – 19, the Titivators were 

called on to maintain areas which were normally covered by the BMBC contracts, such as 

grass cutting in Bower Dell and a number of grass verges in and around the village. 

 The group have organised and supervised a number of tree maintenance contracts placed with 

Ridgewick tree Services. 

 The opportunity to use the services of TWIGS was unavailable for most of the past year due 

to Covid -19 restrictions, however a bird box was donated by the TWIGS which was installed 

in one of the Sports field carpark gardens, TWIGS also donated some 50 plus saplings, 

Blackthorn, Rowan and Dog Roses which were planted at a number of different locations 

around the village all work undertaken by the Titivators team. 

Overall it’s been a challenging and productive year excellently executed by a small but dedicated 

team. 

My thanks go out to the following people for their continued support and hard work. 

Alan Walker, Roger Rose, Bill Taylor. 

And finally best wishes to Alan for a speedy recovery following his recent surgery. 
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Oxspring Parish Council Chair’s Report. 

Councillor Walker submitted a written report as follows: 

 

Welcome to the Assembly meeting for 2021 and what a year it has been.  As you know this will be our 

last meeting on Zoom for the foreseeable future as legislation now insists that we have to meet in 

person and this will cause some difficulties for us.  However, I am sure you are all looking forward to 

meeting again face to face and we will do our best to try to make future meetings as safe as possible. 

 

Over the last twelve months we have seen the very best of some of our community with people 

coming together to offer support and assistance to a wide range of people in the village.  Work has 

continued at a pace for the Parish Council and I am amazed at the amount of jobs that we have 

managed to complete during a very difficult time and our thanks must go to every single volunteer 

who gave of their time during the major period of the shutdown to ensure that issues were dealt with 

as safely and as quickly as possible. 

 

The Titivators have done a fantastic job of keeping our village clean and tidy, safe and welcoming and 

have certainly ensured that all urgent repair works have been completed in a timely manner, 

particularly in the children's play area and a big thank you must go to the group and their few but 

enthusiastic team members.  A big thank you must  also be extended to Bill Taylor who has been 

willing to help at short notice with some of the work that has been undertaken. 

 

As well as the good side of people, we have also seen a rise in the number of mindless acts of 

vandalism, although thankfully it has not reached unmanageable proportions and most things have 

been dealt with quickly and efficiently. 

 

We have some large projects looming, including the MUGA. the football field car park and the Sports 

Pavilion which has inevitably taken a bit of a back seat during the enforced lock down although things 

are now on the move again and hopefully we can work towards a satisfactory regeneration and 

conclusion on all of these projects in the year ahead. 

 

Thank you to all members of the Parish Council for your support during the difficult times that we 

have experienced, but hopefully we can move on to bigger and better things and a really big thank you 

to the Clerk for her knowledge, support and dedication during the last twelve months. 

 

Good luck for 2021 

 

 

Observations from Members of the Parish. 

 

There was no further business. 

 

This meeting was closed at 7.15pm. 

 

 

 

Signed this day___________________2021 


